
 

 

Orienteering Event Organiser Training Brief 

British Orienteering 

British Orienteering is the National Governing Body for the sport of orienteering in the United 

Kingdom, formed in June 1967. We are a non-profit making organisation; all our income is invested 

in developing orienteering throughout the UK from grassroots through to international competition.  

British Orienteering is a member of the International Orienteering Federation and was established as 

a Private Company, Limited by Guarantee, on 4th January 1982. 

British Orienteering comprises of 12 nation and region associations across Great Britain and around 

120 clubs, the majority of which are open clubs. Orienteering clubs often cover wide geographical 

areas and boundaries are considered quite strict. Orienteering is an event based sport and clubs 

organise events in their areas for both members and non-members. Clubs are solely reliant on 

volunteers to deliver the events. 

Current Situation 

British Orienteering set up a Volunteer Needs Working Group to assess the needs for support and 

development of the volunteer workforce in orienteering. The group aims were: 

 Assessing the needs of orienteering in regard to volunteers  

 Assessing the requirements for officials and volunteers to deliver events at all levels  

 Assessing the roles of volunteers within clubs and associations  

 Identifying shortages in skills and capacity  

These were assessed by use of online surveys and follow up telephone calls. From this research clubs 

identified organisers as the most difficult volunteer role to recruit. 

There were a wide range of recommendations from this research however the important ones for 

this brief are: 

 To review and simplify courses and content provided for volunteers 

 Training for organisers to provide great confidence and understanding 

British Orienteering registers 4 different levels of events categorised as:  

 Level A – Major Events/International Events 

 Level B – National Events 

 Level C – Regional Events 

 Level D – Local Events 

Organisers also have to contend with a variety of event formats: 

 Forest – Long, Middle, Sprint, Relay, Score 

 Urban – Long, Middle, Sprint, Relay, Score 

 TrailO, Mountain Bike and Ski Orienteering are also recognised formats but this brief does 

not include them. 

The role of the organiser remains constant between these events however as the events increase in 

size/importance there are additional rules that the organiser needs to adhere to. However the needs 

and requirements of the participant can and do vary significantly between the different event levels 

and formats, it’s likely that training should reflect these different priorities. The organiser will also 



 

 

have a need for an increased number of volunteers to support the event at higher levels. The Rules 

of Orienteering, Appendices and specific Competition Rules can be found at 

www.britishorienteering.org.uk/page/rules and information for current organisers can be found at 

www.britishorienteering.org.uk/page/organisers.  

Objectives 

A bespoke training package for British Orienteering selected tutors to train volunteers to deliver high 

quality events at all levels.  

Focus organisers on the ‘customer experience’ from event promotion, on the day and post event. 

Provide organisers and new organisers with clear understanding of the role, responsibilities and 

develop confidence in their ability to deliver the events. 

Project Scope 

Consulting with current and potential event organisers 

Attend Level D, C, B & A events  

Design training for organisers at Level C/D, Level B, Level A 

Design training for tutors to deliver to potential organisers at the different event levels 

Deliver tutor training 

Support tutors first delivery 

Deliverables 

Training package (may include presentations, online learning-Moodle, resources etc) 

Certification of attendees to be integrated with British Orienteering database 

Schedule and Deadline 

Proposals to be sent to Sally Pygott: spygott@britishorienteering.org.uk or Craig Anthony: 

canthony@britishorienteering.org.uk by Friday 13th February. 

Work to commence in March 2015. 
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